
Email exchange between applicant and Nicola Wallbank, Senior Tree and 

Woodland Manager 

Summary 

The email exchange needs to be read in reverse order. 

On receipt of the second tree report stating that the 90ft dead and dying tree is hollow and 

decaying at the base and can’t support its own weight and is in a worse state than originally 

thought, the applicant/resident contacts the tree people at the Council. This is the email exchange. 

The resident emails the tree people with a copy of the second tree report, requesting they force 

the owner of the tree to have it made safe. As a reminder, he had previously been told by Cllr 

Andrew Hodson that the owner of the tree was Aaron Borbora. The Council tree people respond, 

accusing the resident of having started and stopped the work and that it is unregistered land. 

The owner put Nicola straight on what had actually happened and also forwarded WhatsApp 

screenshots of Andrew Hodson stating that he would pass the first tree report onto the owner and 

also showing Aaron Borbora’s WhatsApp messages stating that, as the sentiment from the other 

neighbours was high, he wasn’t going to make the tree safe, in doing so endangering property and 

lives. The resident  / applicant at this stage didn’t quite understand what ‘unregistered land’ 

meant and at the bottom of his email said he thought the Council should force the owner to pay 

for it, but “it’s their call” if they want to go ahead and pay for it (and putting the cost onto the 

taxpayer in doing so). Who do we think told Nicola that the resident/applicant had started to have 

the tree cut down and then stopped it, and why would any reasonable or rational person do this? 

Nicola Wallbank’s email on 18th July clearly states that Aaron Borbora is not the owner and that 

she has made Cllr Hodson aware that the tree will be cut down so there will be no objections when 

their contractors attend. It is her clear expectation that Cllr Hodson will notify the neighbours who 

“speed-dialled” him into attending the tree back in February earlier in the year. Do you think Cllr 

Hodson would have the decency or civility to do this? 

The day of the Council’s contractors – 5th August 2025 



Well, a big fat NO is the answer. When the three contractors arrived, a neighbour, a man estimated 

to be in his early 60s, appeared from the only block of flats in the locality and started to give the 

contractors grief, so the resident/applicant went out to support the contractors and take the flak 

himself. He asked the neighbour, once he had aired his opinions, what it had to do with him, 

pointing out that he doesn’t live next to it and he’s not affected by it, there are two tree reports, 

and the Council has a responsibility to make it safe. He replied, “WE DON’T LIKE YOUR SORT 

AROUND HERE.” The resident/applicant, having watched him appear from the block of flats, asked 

him his name and where he lived. He declined to give his name and just stuttered, “SOMEWHERE 

AROUND HERE,” and then left to go back inside. 

 
We asked the applicant/resident what he thought of this, and he thought it was quite comical, 

stating that he was the only person who had the decency and honesty to tell him straight. Not 

known at the time is that this neighbour is a landscape gardener – clearly one who can’t tell a dead 

and dying tree when he drives past it at least twice a day. We do love ironies, and when we go to 

podcast, a documentary and a dramatisation, and the resident/applicant publishes his book, there 

will be plenty more ironies and twists to come out that we have kept to ourselves. 

 
Within a few minutes of this man disappearing, a woman in her 30s holding a baby to the front of 

her body, almost shield-like, approached. We later find out that she lives around 120 metres away 

and can neither see the tree nor the applicant’s house. She announced her arrival by screaming to 

the resident that she had come to stop the resident’s contractors from cutting the tree down. He 

pointed out that they were not his contractors but those of the Council and asked what it had to 

do with her, and she replied that she was there on behalf of the owner. At this point, an egalitarian 

neighbour had come out to join in the fun, adding to the three witnesses already present. The 

resident pointed out that on his phone he had an email from the Council stating that Aaron 

Borbora doesn’t own the tree and that he had two reports on the tree confirming that the tree 

was in a dangerous condition, life-threatening if it fell on someone. He added that he would 

forward all three documents to her email address if she provided it. He also added that Cllr Hodson 

was supposed to have told the residents that it was being cut down in order to stop the abuse that 

she and the previous neighbour were giving to the contractors. She continued to repeat that she 

was there to stop the tree from being cut down and didn’t want to give her email. 



With her logic and rationale for wanting to stop the tree coming down starting to crumble, she 

then accused the applicant/resident of just wanting better views (of the Dee Estuary and North 

Wales coastline). He replied that he already had great views (pictures are documented in the email 

exchange between the planning officer and the applicant) and that she was welcome to come and 

see them, and she replied, “I’ve got great views,” leaving the applicant confused as to the intention 

of her visit – did she just want to tell everyone about her great views? She hadn’t achieved 

anything else. At this point, one of the contractors, a young lad who looked very early 20s, calmly 

said, “The tree is coming down, if not today, then tomorrow, if not this week, then next, and if not 

this month, next month – but it’s coming down.” 

 
Not long after this incident, her house went up for sale on the market on 25th March 2025. It 

didn’t sell through the summer months of 2025 and was taken off the market, we believe, in 

October 2025. Whether this is to regenerate interest when it comes back on the market as “newly 

marketed” early next year, as a sale through the winter months is much less likely than summer 

ones, or whether their circumstances have changed, only time will tell. 

 
The resident had told the woman with the baby that he would message Aaron and tell him that Cllr 

Hodson should have told them about the tree, which he did around 30 minutes later. Although the 

full WhatsApp messages are shown in the 50+ page report, part of the email exchange between 

the applicant and the planning officer, the resident emails Aaron with a screenshot of the Council 

statement that the tree is on unregistered land and that Cllr Hodson should have told them it was 

being cut down today, and that it was clear that Cllr Hodson had clearly not informed their 

“speed-dial” neighbourhood. We will leave the reader to form an opinion as to why he didn’t. 

Aaron’s response, which clearly shows he is not reading the messages, threatens legal action for 

criminal damage done by the resident’s contractors (on unregistered land and an unregistered tree 

– good luck with that!!) and now states, “As I’ve repeatedly said, this ownership is disputed.” 

 
Please read the messages in full; they are from an Oxford-educated person, and they are hilarious. 

 
 

It’s often said, “Never argue with racists – they will drag you down to their level and beat you with 

their experience.” 
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